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Astro*Carto*Graphy
A Locality Interpretation Prepared for Paul Simon

INTRODUCTION

One thing is certain about you, no matter where you are -- you're one of the people who gets a lot out of life because you look beneath appearances and are willing to think for yourself, astrology being somewhat off the beaten track these days. So what is ASTRO*CARTO*GRAPHY*EXPLAINED? It's based on the common, instinctive idea that a person has different chances, luck, experiences or options in different localities -- that you aren't exactly the same person in New York that you are in Los Angeles. It works by looking at the planets' relationships to the places you've asked about at your birth moment. If a particular planet was especially powerful in the location noted when you were born, then the affairs that it symbolizes should predominate if you travel there, reside there or even have anything to do with that location from some other place.

Since 1976, when the now-standard ASTRO*CARTO*GRAPHY technique was introduced, wide acceptance by both the astrological community and the public has validated it. In addition, ASTRO*CARTO*GRAPHY has been able to benefit from the actual experiences of the thousands who have ordered its maps. The product of this experience is this new service.

WHY DO PEOPLE MOVE?

To understand how this information will be useful, perhaps we should question why people move around so much in the first place. In addition to the obvious reasons are psychological ones. Psychologists (Carl Jung especially) have suggested that people instinctively seek wholeness, or a completeness of their experience. If it's true that different locations accent different parts of your potentials, moving offers a way to speed evolution, to get acquainted with new parts of yourself. So if you find that a location you are obliged to reside at is one in which some of the more problematical influences predominate (such as Saturn, Neptune, etc.), you should look beneath the superficial and immediate desires and concerns of your life and try to understand what emerging consciousness has brought you here. Every location is good for something, and you would not be considering living in a difficult one for no reason. Also, don't get frightened if some of the interpretations sound extreme or perilous. Every planet has numerous possible manifestations, and, while we've tried to include them all here, rarely do the more extreme ones occur. The point in this report is to enable you to anticipate the nature of influences at your potential residence and so become able to recognize and utilize their most positive manifestations.

Different people are apt to react differently to the same astrological influence. You will feel more comfortable with what you already know, so certain planets will be easier for you to live under than others. For example, if you are a woman with traditional values, Mars and the Sun will possibly pose more problems for you than for a man, since the qualities and life experiences associated with these planets are not usually socially encouraged in women's upbringing. Similarly, men will find the Moon and Venus more challenging. People who tend to follow external authorities and believe in society's order as unchallengeable may find themselves more at home under Jupiter and Saturn lines, and stressed by new experiences under Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto, while individualists and the more self-reliant will reverse these reactions.

You might find it useful to realize that, when faced with challenging astrological potentials, it is sometimes easy to "project" these onto your mate or partner, seeing the emerging parts of your own psyche as things THEY are doing. If your interpretations seem to fit your mate, realize that these things are happening because of possibilities in yourself that you aren't ready to face, and try to develop the positive sides of the astrological potentials described.

EVERY PLACE IS GOOD FOR SOMETHING

But the most important thing to realize is that every location is good for something; if you recognize and understand its potentials, you can use them constructively. You'll find that in some instances you don't even have to travel or live in the location -- that its influence affects you through people who come from there, or remote concerns, such as business, cultural or other life interests that symbolize those psychological potentials described by this report.

So here goes with the ASTRO*CARTO*GRAPHY*EXPLAINED analysis of the locations you're interested in. We hope it opens up for you opportunities to find what you're looking for in life; but we also hope it enables you to look beneath the surface, to see patterns in your own development and your instinctive growth toward wholeness.

New York, NY

To understand the importance of the following influence, you should be aware that it is weak in the location you have identified. You may have to read between the lines of the description below, and should filter its extremities through the knowledge that the more bizarre and unusual manifestations of the influence are not likely in your case. You will recognize a basic theme that underlies a lot of your activity, yet with a large factor of choice and chance; but you may be assured that the options are open to you when the underlying psychological climate is empowered by a conscious choice and will on your part. Alternatively, you may not even be consciously aware of this influence, though careful introspection should validate its presence, as might the observations of a person who knows you well and objectively.


Mercury-Imum Coeli:

IF YOU'RE JUST VISITING, EXPECT SOME GREAT IDEAS AND INFORMATION 

A short stay in this zone will be busy, stimulating, and a source of much information and ideas. It's a great place to organize your thoughts about important projects, to do research, writing, and any sort of work, crafts, or study. Expect to have interesting contacts with people who live here, especially with youth, and enjoy mobile sports, hiking, and exploring. Even a short stay can put you in touch with your own abilities, talents, and perhaps career opportunities, and expand your contact with the world. You could even have an experience with a profound symbol of who or what you are or are going to be. Take lots of notes, pictures, and souvenirs. Music, literary, and cultural concerns form the center of a stimulating and meaningful period of time.

IF YOU PLAN TO LIVE HERE, YOUR INTELLECT IS KEY TO SUCCESS 

Mercury, the planet most powerful here, symbolizes life's second most important function after pure being: the facility and capacity to communicate with the "outside" world, represented biologically by the twin activities of breathing and digestion, by which the chemical processes of life are refreshed. Less abstractly, it stands for sensory perception and verbal communications, along with the mind's information-processing ability, which result in environmental awareness and comprehension. In this zone, you will come to appreciate, understand, and perfect these life processes, as they increase in importance in your life.

Mercury is also symbol of inner initiation, a recognition of your own nature, and here increased awareness of interaction with the environment will, by way of contrast, highlight and define your own identity. So you become something of a local celebrity, find or change your name, and become publicly involved. This is not fame, however, as Mercury tends to be a localizing influence; rather than dealing with cosmic, grandly social, or superpersonal concerns, you understand and appreciate interface between you and your neighborhood and close relations. This outreach into the local environment, and perfection of sensory understanding and perception are accomplished through detailing, classifying, attaching labels, and interpreting reality. Mercury is not so creative as it is adept at reorganizing, redefining, and adapting ideas to new needs and deeper understanding. You become reality's librarian.

Another basic Mercury function is "utilization," so under this influence you may be able to identify and put to use the various talents, abilities, and resources with which you have been endowed. Resourcefulness and innovation increase and as well as perfecting and recognizing your own abilities, you may be able to stimulate latent talents in other people. There is also an element of acquisitiveness, as possessing more things can be interpreted as more capacity to perform. This is not an erotic area, as a youthful latency seems to dominate; you may lose weight, seem younger, and project a rather sexually neutral charisma.

STAY YOUNG BY STAYING INVOLVED 

Mercury was of course the messenger of the gods, an ever-young, immaturely androgynous, quick-witted, and adaptable character. In this location you learn resourceful skills that enable you to better link yourself to different things in the "outside" world, as well as to form associations between people and ideas external to you. On deeper levels, Mercury was mythologically one of the few beings able to exist in the three worlds of the gods, mortals, and Hades, and so symbolizes a guide for the soul's journey. In this zone, people occasionally have visions of past and future, of past incarnations, life after death, "the Akashic Records," or can "hear the silence."

Mercury affects both sexes in much the same way, though its influence expresses itself in different stages: Early in the Mercury experience there is a childlike curiosity, questioning and, perhaps, the amoral, arid, nervous, cerebral intellectualism of the archetypal high school science major. This gives way to a view of the world as microcosm and macrocosm -- the ability to see the whole reflected in each of its parts -- that is the basis of any real and useful knowledge. Using models of the universe seen in everyday objects and situations, the mind grasps the usefulness and purpose of anything or anyone, and, at best, becomes a guide for others in their quest for themselves, as well as a resource of knowledge and experience.

In the primitive stages of Mercury's expression, the problem of amorality often crops up: the world seen purely in terms of information and ideas is without feeling, and thus without social and personal allegiances. As for a computer, right and wrong become matters of arithmetic, and it is too easy to find a convenient rationalization for any cunning, expedient behavior. Juvenile delinquency seems associated with Mercury, as is the life of the streets, which may somehow become an area of professional involvement or personally relevant while you live in this locale.

PREPONDERANCE OF THE SMALL 

Mercury is an easily assimilated and socially accepted influence for the most part, so that most people have few problems under these lines -- difficulties attend the more socially repressed planets, while almost everyone thinks it's okay to engage in the intellectual and communicative activities of Mercury. For those who find feelings and sensation threatening, Mercury may encourage an exaggeration of the thinking function, with resulting scatterbrained changeability, sarcastic and cynical outlook, and overly rational, heartless, games-playing cruelty. Mercury is democratic -- everyone is seen with a scientific, objective equality, so that people who like to feel they are superior by reason of birth or accomplishment, may not get the type of admiration they seek here. This locale is especially good for "success in small things," but may challenge more ambitious schemes with problems of provinciality, minor inconveniences, and communication problems. It is a proper locale for setting up agencies and mechanisms to accomplish details of larger projects, though perhaps not the projects themselves.

BECOMING BY DOING 

In the assisting practical concerns, Mercury is often very helpful. Mind, communication, ideas, travel, eloquent verbal expression, and work develop here. Education is also easily undertaken, and the development of expressive and technical abilities is advanced. Wit, ingenuity, and cleverness shine, and conversation improves. Technical achievements, as with inventions and innovations, are apt to go well here, and lines of communication develop between self and others, possibly through publication or involvement in community affairs. Work prospers, especially if it is involved with mail order, secretarial, distribution and transportation, books, informational systems, data processing, details, office procedures, agencies, press, messengers and deliveries, merchandising, libraries, or commerce. Craftsmanship and manual skills are bettered so that employment is easily obtained in repair, assembly, light construction, or allied fields, including most sorts of blue-collar jobs. Practical education, particularly in which skills are acquired, also goes well in this locale, as dexterity and adaptability are manifested. Hobbies can often be transformed into remunerative occupations.

Mercury areas are usually good for physical health, if there are no other contradictory influences, though the more sedate and peace-loving may feel dissipated by the constant changes and barrage of sensory stimuli to the nervous system. Nervous complaints often surface here, along with allergies, hypersensitivity, and skin problems. Smoking and drug use are not often well tolerated, and the health is very reactive to environmental toxins or influence. Quiet and security are tonic.

Since Mercury is well accepted by most people, projection of its qualities onto others is less common than in the case of other planets; some (particularly women who have been trained to feel that thinking is a man's concern) may find themselves attracted to brainy and intellectual types, though this is indication that this capacity in the self is emerging into consciousness. Relationships are often taken up with younger people, perhaps Gemini or Virgo types, reflecting a more youthful attitude toward self and life in general.

YOUR INFORMATION CENTRAL 

If you can't travel to these areas, they still may be important in your life through other people: relatives, siblings, educational concerns, and any relationship that symbolizes youth or any of the other Mercury qualities described above may be located under the Mercury lines. Agents may also be found to accomplish tasks in your absence, so that these zones are good for employment of others, brokerage, and particularly for educational concerns or correspondence courses.

The particular position that Mercury occupied in this location at your birth will direct this type of energy and experience particularly into certain life areas; while the most important thing to understand is the underlying meaning and psychological principle, these are apt to manifest more obviously in specific life areas than in others.

IF YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND YOUR PAST, YOU'LL REPEAT IT 

The nature of Mercury will manifest most obviously and directly in areas that concern the home, the family, and your sense of  personal roots and origins. The past -- your own, and that of your family, race, ethnicity, or region -- is apt to here become a means of self-identification and definition, so that fascination and research into genealogy, the family tree, forgotten past, and the unconscious lead to a rooted sense of self and more powerful identity. These inner factors can be organized into a coherent personal myth here, one that serves to structure the mind more efficiently -- a mythological organization of the past that allows a more thorough comprehension and utilization of the present. You become sensitive to how the past has conditioned you, especially in private study and introspection, and so are able to modify its effects. The "archaeology of self" is plumbed, perhaps through psychoanalysis; racial and family "karma" are understood.

Allegiances to family, nation, and religious tradition may deepen here, so that such identifications become a more important part of self-definition. Moreover, what you do may here be noted in family history, and you have the opportunity to change your role in it. Home interests remain fluid and flexible, perhaps unsettled much of the time, and family life seems more interesting and perhaps becomes the locale of study and learning, home-based business, or research. Intuition also increases under this line in many instances, as instinctive awareness of your past enables you to see large worldwide patterns which, extrapolated, give you knowledge of the future and present. Seeing yourself and your family's past as a microcosm of the world enhances your knowledge of yourself and the world's future. Finally, you may undertake some sort of quest in education, travel, or other Mercury fields that later in life distinguishes you and constitutes a fundamental part of your identity.

This location lies a little to the west of the exact planetary influence; therfore, of the possibilities listed above, those which suggest the direct influence on you by your family, cultural, or ethnic background are the ones most likely to manifest. The planet tends to act outside of you, and polarizes your self-image in opposition to its more negative potentials, requiring by either positive example or direct coercion your development of the described qualities. Who you are, meaning in this case who your family, past, and "roots" have been, becomes a potent force in the creation of who you are growing to be, a force whose nature will conform closely to the description above. Living here will change these most inward of concepts of self, often by direct confrontation with your origins and past.

SECONDARY INFLUENCES

The material presented above describes the most potent and significant planetary influences operating at the location you have designated at the time of your birth. It is these concerns and manifestations that should demand your concentrated attention, and it could be suggested that it is to assimilate and understand this type of experience that you have considered residence in this locale. However, there are additional, less potent influences, that also operate here, due to the geographical latitude at which it is located, a latitude that has special importance for you. These influences will constitute a "subplot" or subsidiary influence while you are here, influences of about one-third the power of the major ones described above, and ones which are apt to manifest in relationships especially -- with either you or your partner acting them out.


Venus*Pluto:

A PARTNERSHIP WITH PASSION

In this zone, the normally pleasant, happy, and joyful life areas of love and relationship are gateways to discovering the mysteries of mortality, power, and sex, whether you want them to or not. Sexual needs are intense and intrusive, always seeming to upset equanimity and relationship, and eroticism seeks to feel more, perhaps attracting you to extreme or exotic forms of satisfaction. Your insatiable needs lead to passionate relationships, a "punk rock" social life, and leave time for little else. There is the desire to merge entirely with the loved one, but ambivalent feelings of love/hate, jealousy, and sexual control make sure that any relationship is the constant scene of upheaval and the intrusion of the unconscious into life. Every time you let someone get close, it opens up the cellar rooms of the repressed past, and the monsters of possessiveness, envy, jealousy, power, and your potential to betray your own love must be dealt with. Love and destruction are intertwined themes as you seek the ideal mate with an almost tragic intensity, moderation in anything being difficult. Positively, you can enjoy the deepest levels of love and identity-merging, if you are ruthlessly honest with yourself and your beloved, and allow room for periodic changes and upheaval in your relationship. Among less happy outcomes of relating in this zone are alienation, involvement in prostitution, or a celibacy resulting from disillusionment.

This area can also be one in which the themes of intensity, rebirth, and betrayal take place in the financial arena, and extraordinary, major gains or losses occur. Partnerships involving money can be subject to the same problems as romantic liaisons. Again, honesty and directness are the only ways to prevent catastrophe. Values also change and may emerge more mature, tested, and tempered. Pregnancy may be dangerous in this area. Peak experience is sought and feared, as frequent explosions keep most social relationships honest and nonillusory. Your desire for "sooner, quicker, faster, more" marries you to passion as you learn the true facts of life (and death) which shatter an earlier naivete. Artists may find themselves very productive here, and erotic urges are acted out in some public arena, perhaps in scandal or intrigue.


Sun*Pluto:

THE MIDWIFE OF CHANGE 

Here you alone may challenge and pit yourself against the values and institutions of society, motivated by an unconscious, inner realization of what will result: society will strike back, often cruelly and unfairly, and thus define for you both a lifelong role of rebel and malcontent, and furnish you with the proven inner endurance and strength to effectively embody the role. Society, committed to "material security," has a hard time recognizing its own need for intense evolution and change, so people like yourself are unfairly chosen to act out such suppressed urges and to be scapegoats when they cause disruption. In this location, people feel threatened by you, as your intensity and solitude represent the process of change and evolution that leads to death, a subject most would rather avoid. At best, you can help people through crises and be a conscious "midwife of change," emerging as a symbol of evolution and rebellion in its positive manifestation -- but this only after you have learned a lot about yourself and stopped blaming others for the universal changes that involve you here. Until then, you may have to deal continually with people who seem manipulative, ruthless, power crazed, possessive, envious, and spiteful; betrayal and unfair domination are themes that all too often occur in relationships.

You could here exemplify the lonely genius, creating wonders which others will not appreciate for decades. You may identify with the catabolic element in humanity, and extreme individualism may result in petty criminality, defiance of authority, passion, and an overwhelming need for recognition, often taking the form of intense sexual needs. Inwardly, there can be a total conversion of self, a new beginning, a transcendence of needs for relationship and material attachment, and your pride makes you indomitable, aloof, rebellious, and antagonistic. Life can be cruelly fateful and take away whatever you have gained, until your very self is seen as the only permanence. The usual vanity that enables one to ignore mortality is shorn away here so you are intense, serious, and your life is one of inner crises and struggles alone with absolutes. A creative self is born from the ashes of the old personality.

The following influence is so weak that it may entirely escape notice. Still, it is an option that can be developed, if desired, and will manifest more strongly if it relates well with your personality or other influences present at this location.


Uranus*Pluto:

  THE ONE-PERSON REVOLUTION 

If you idealize the social awareness and activism of the '60s and yearn for the opportunity to become a one-person movement, then this zone will seem quite congenial. Here, you have the option to transform your milieu by remaining outside of it and to become an example of idealistically motivated rebellion from outmoded forms and traditions. This consciousness shows little interest in reform, but rather in clearing the slate altogether and exposing the hypocrisy and materialistic sham of moral pretension so that a new, honest, and personalist order may emerge. Your life takes on a miraculous turn in this locale, and blasts of sudden illumination or conversion can wipe out preconceptions of self and relationships, leaving room for a whole new personality to emerge. There might be retreat back into an imagined tribal social order, in which you presume values were more earthy and sexuality more open; you'd like to see the delicate complexity of social relations blown apart by the dark powers of ancient, pre-social humanity.

On a personal level, you should not expect this new self to be born without considerable pain. The past must be left behind for good, and attachments may sever themselves from you in a particularly traumatic manner. Self-unfolding and amazing change are potentials in this area, perhaps through personal effort, and this location sees the birth of an outlaw through final severance of the bonds that keep most of us committed to at least something. The absolute law of self brings a true, unadorned experience of yourself out of the matrix of social attitudes and involvement. The only way to change the world is to change yourself -- and this you do repeatedly. Death may be an important player in the drama here, and the social convention that inclines all of us to view ourselves as immortal is thrown aside, perhaps after direct experience or the loss of loved ones. You try to shock others, love what is spectacular and drastic, feel lonely, notorious, and isolated, but emerge with a self-reliance and depth that frightens others and marks you for life as a potent, unique individual.

These, then, are the important astrological influences which affect this location, now and in the future. Needless to say, they all won't manifest the moment you arrive, but will indeed emerge as the most powerful psychological potentials over time.

EPILOGUE

This concludes our enumeration and description of the planetary influences, permanent and temporary, that affect the locations that you submitted. As you have observed, some of the information is psychological in nature, as it is the belief of ASTRO*CARTO*GRAPHY that planets act, not through any mystical "power" or magic, but by paralleling potentials in the human psyche, and in orderly and comprehensible fashion, marking the development of this maturity. It is hoped that you are able in this way to see that there are really no "good" or "bad" locations for you -- that in the process of growing into mature completeness, you will have to experience every psychological possibility. At best, this report will work to inform you what these are for you in the locations you are considering, letting you know what to expect, and so empowering you to be able to utilize the most positive possibilities.

